Usefulness of Semen Microscopy in the Diagnosis of a Difficult Case of Schistosoma haematobium Infection in a Returned Traveler.
Schistosoma haematobium is endemic in many countries of Southeast Asia, eastern and western Africa, and South America. It affects mainly the urinary system, although infection of the genital organs is not infrequent.1,2 Infection of male genital organs, especially of the seminal vesicles and prostate1,3 may result in hematospermia and infertility.2,4,5,6,7,8,9 The diagnosis of Schistosoma haematobium traditionally relies on demonstrating the presence of characteristic ova in urine and, less often, in feces. Serology is nonspecific and lacks sensitivity because the antigens utilized in the indirect hemagglutination assay are derived from Schistosoma mansoni. In addition, serology cannot differentiate past from recently acquired infection. We report a case of Schistosoma haematobium infection in a returned traveler in whom numerous ova were detected in semen despite repeated negative urinary and fecal examinations and negative serology.